ORLEANS TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
January 27, 2026
Orleans Township Hall
7:00 p.m.


Township Supervisor Rudlaff called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the Invocation.

Members present:	Barb Colwell, Al Almy, Melissa Harper, and Scott 
                                      Rudlaff, Tonda Rich


Approval of Agenda
Moved by Harper, supported by Colwell, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote.

Consent Agenda
a. Approval of December 18, 2025, meeting minutes
b. Approval of bills and financial statements
c. Amend Budget
d. Approval of Sewer Disbursements for December 2025

Moved by Harper, supported by Almy, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. 


Reports
a. Police – Deputy Sheriff Ortiz presented a monthly report for December stating there were 26 calls for Orleans Township. (The report is on file in the Orleans Township Clerk’s Office). 
b. Fire Department – Chief Ron Hill stated there were 15 runs in December and a total of 249 runs for the calendar year 2025. (The report is on file in the Orleans Township Clerk’s Office).
c. Assessor Report – No Report
d. Long Lake Improvement Board – No report
e. Roads – No Report
f. Permit Officer – Al Almy presented the Board with a Permit Activity Report for December 19–January 25, 2026, noting that a total of One permit was issued. (The report is on file in the Orleans Township Clerk’s Office).
g. Treasurer/Sewer – Treasurer Colwell informed the Board she is waiting on an estimate for the new lift for the Hidden Trail project.
h. Cemetery – No Report
New Business
a. DTE Gas Expansion - Jonathan Wilson, Regional Corporate Government Affairs Manager, provided an overview of a proposed expansion of natural gas infrastructure in Orleans Township as part of a larger multi-township project. The project would connect approximately 237 new residents and businesses and includes the installation of approximately 53,000 feet of new gas main within the road right-of-way. Mr. Wilson explained the proposed timeline, anticipated to begin in the first half of the year with pending permits, and reviewed general connection costs and funding, noting the township would not be responsible for any project expenses.
         The Board agreed that the resolution and related paperwork presented     
         will be forwarded to the Township Attorney for review prior to any action 
         being taken.
b. Poverty Guidelines – The Supervisor informed the Board that the 2026 Poverty exemption Application with the proposed income standards had been submitted by the Assessor for Board approval. Moved by Rich, supported by Colwell, to approve the Poverty Exemption Application For 2026. Motion carried by voice vote.
c. Supervisor Update 
· Assessor’s proposals, no additional updates or quotes have been received from potential assessors at this time.
· Shore Drive Easements Research is ongoing regarding public easements on Shore Drive and township responsibility related to erosion abatement.
· Branch Road Property Reassignment Updated drawings for the proposed vacation and reassignment of properties along Branch Road. An in-person meeting will be scheduled to review the drawings and discuss next steps.
· The Road Department completed installation of new signs for Bricker Park on January 23, 2026.
· The township received word that wind/solar companies are soliciting leases from residents. Trustee Almy provided historical information that documents related to PA233-234.
Discussions were held with Keene Township, who indicated their township uses Foster & Smith attorneys for ordinance development and redistricting. This has helped slow down activities associated with green energy initiatives (moratorium under board review). It was suggested the township review ordinance options and consult with FS legal, who also leads MTA litigation against PA233-2345
d. Building Authority – Building Authority Appointments: The Board discussed that a couple of Building Authority terms were expiring and needed to be renewed. Moved by Almy, supported by Colwell, to approve Ron Hill and Karie Clark to the Building Authority for a two-year term beginning December 2025 and ending December 2027. Motion carried by voice vote. 
    Following the motion, discussion took place regarding whether Building    
    Authority members are required to be sworn in. The Board agreed that 
    the motion stands as approved. It was further agreed that this matter will 
    be added to Old Business on February 24, 2026, meeting to review the 
    Bylaws and determine whether Building Authority members are required 
    to be sworn in.



Adjournment
      Moved by Harper, supported by Colwell, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
       carried by voice vote.



Having no further business, Supervisor Rudlaff adjourned the meeting at 
7:41 p.m.  



Date:	January 27, 2026								
						Melissa Harper, Orleans Township Clerk 




The next Orleans Township Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 24, 20256, at 7:00 p.m.
